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PERSONAL PROPERTY LIST DINWIDDIE 
COUNTY, 1782 

Dinwiddie County was formed from the westernmost part of Prince 
George County, by an act of the Virginia Assembly convened February 
1752, which act was to become effective May 1, 1752 (6 Hening, p. 254). 

The only record book in Dinwiddie Court prior to the year 1800 is an 
Order Book covering the period 1789-1791. There remain, however, will 
and deed books from about 1833 on. Therefore, for the Colonial Period 
the only records that remain are the land patents (in the Office of the 
Register of the Land Office, Richmond), the Vestry Book and Parish 
Register of Bristol Parish (edited and published by C. G. Chamberlayne, 
Richmond, 1898) which covered the northern part of the county lying 
along Appomattox River and extending some distance inward. For the 
later period fortunately we have the Personal Property Lists (in the 
Virginia State Library, Richmond) and the Land Tax Lists (in the Office 
of the Auditor of Virginia, Richmond), both series dating from 1782 
and coming down to 1863 (with, of course, same gaps). These tax lists 
are of inestimable value to the student of economic conditions and, if, 
advisedly used are also productive of valuable material for the genealogist. 

One who is familiar with colonial legislation knows that various pro- 
visions were made (under the tax laws) for listing of tithables and other 
taxable property from almost the "beginning." There remain of record 
in volumes in several of the county courts (e. g., Henrico, Surry, Lan- 
caster, etc.) specimens of these early tithe lists, though there seems to 
have been no systematic method of recording them ; while among that 
heterogenous mass of invaluable material roughly classified "original 
papers" (stacks of which may be found in almost every court in Virginia) 
there have been discovered from time to time (and careful search would 
no doubt discover others) many colonial tithe and land lists. There is a 
remarkable set of these lists (not, however, complete) for Amelia County, 
dating from about 1735 among the original papers of that court. 

The Assembly of October 1782 passed An Act to amend and reduce 
the several acts of Assembly for ascertaining certain taxes and duties, and 
for establishing a permanent revenue, into one act (11 Hening, p. 112). 
This law provided for a poll tax, and tax on slaves, cattle, horses, car- 
riages, billiard tables and ordinary licenses; directed the justices of the 
county court to take the lists of taxable property and how to compile the 
lists. The provision was made that three copies of the lists should be made 
by the clerk (from the individual returns made) ; one copy to be delivered 
to the Auditor of Public Accounts, one copy to be set up at the Court 
House, and the other to be delivered to the sheriff, or collector of public 
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taxes of the county. Thus we have what are now familiarly known as the 
Personal Property Lists; the copy directed to be delivered to the Auditor 
having been so delivered and filed by him. These lists were several years 
ago turned over by the Auditor's Office to the Virginia State Library. 

Under an Act of this same Assembly (October 1782) An Act for 
equalizing the land tax (11 Hening, p. 140) the provision for lists was 
made under which we have the Land Tax Lists. 

The following Dinwiddie County enumerations were copied from the 
lists in the Virginia State Library, Richmond. In the original lists the 
names of the negroes are given, but it was impracticable to reproduce here 
these names, numbering nearly 6,000. 

A List of Tithes and taxable property taken by John Jones 
Junr gent the 9th day of April 1782 for the County of Dinwiddie 
for district No. 
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